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NEED FOR AMENDMENT GROWS 


ORE and more the vicious circle is widening. 

The effects of Section 213 of the Federal 
Economy Act are being felt by the States and 
women are to bear the burden of the disturbance. 
When woman ceases to be, in the eyes of the law, 
an adjunct to man, the temptation to make sex a 
basis for economic discrimination will surely be 
materially lessened. The Federal Equal Rights 
Amendment will clear the air of much that is 
undesirable by defining nationally the status of 
woman as equal to that of man. Any employment 
or other legislation would then have to be on the 
basis of human necessity and welfare of the race 
and sex as an economic disqualification could not 
successfully be put forward. 


OHIO 


News has come from Columbus, Ohio, that a 
survey is being made to ascertain “in how many 
instances both husband and wife appear on the 
State payroll,” by Representative E. R. King (Re- 
publican), who is the author of a bill to limit State 
employment to one or the other. The Cincinnati 
Star gives the information through the Interna- 
tional News Service and states that Mr. King has 
sent a letter to the heads of all the State depart- 
ments requesting them to furnish the names and 
salaries of husbands and wives employed by the 
State. The bill has been passed almost unani- 
mously by the lower house but was held up by the 
Senate Judiciary Committee, after lobbyists for 
women’s organizations denounced it. 


OREGON 


— The married women of Salem, Oregon, are also 
threatened. ‘Those whose husbands earn enough 
to support their families soon will be excluded 
from the State payroll,” Carl Cover, assistant 
State budget director stated. . . . Women whose 
husbands are not. earning enough to provide for 
their support will be retained.” (New York Times. 
A.P.) The accruing cost to the State for the nec- 
essary staff of employes to compile these statistics 
is evidently not taken into account. It might very 
possibly offset any amount salvaged by the dis- 
missal of married women. 


CALIFORNIA 


Because of increasing restrictions on women, 
boys are replacing women in offices, and business 
colleges are rapidly advising boys to learn office 
work, according to Alberta Gude Lynch, President 
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of the Business Women’s Legislative Council of 
California, speaking recently before a meeting of 
that group. There is an alarming increase of 
young women soliciting on the streets and applica- 
tions for menial positions are growing in numbers. 
Unless we defeat the continuance of the eight-hour 
law for women, it will be only a short time until 
they are thrown out of all business fields.” 


NEW YORK 


At the request of the Governor, the New York 
Legislature has added further restrictions to the 
labor of women by prohibiting the 78 hours yearly 
overtime formerly allowed women workers in fac- 
tories and mercantile establishments under the 48- 
hour week law for women, and by extending the 
restrictions of the night work law to women res- 
taurant workers throughout the State. Special 
labor laws for women have been opposed by the 
industrial women to be affected by them and by 
every important organization of business women 
in the State. They have been arbitrarily enacted 
over their protests. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


The recommendation of Arthur B. Corbett, labor 
compliance officer for the NRA in Massachusetts, 
that the 6,000,000 women in industry be replaced 
by 6,000,000 unemployed men, is a threat to all 
women workers. 3 

It is assumed that such a suggestion would never 
be taken seriously in the United States, although 
we must acknowledge that Mussolini and Hitler 
carried out a similar program with astonishing 
ease. 


IMMEDIATE ACTION NECESSARY 


In every industrial State from coast to coast 
wage-earning women are struggling to prevent 
the passage of special restrictive laws applying 
to women workers. These legislative proposals 
are rapidly being extended to apply to business 
women. An avalanche of discriminatory legisla- 
tion has descended upon women in every State. 
Eternal vigilance and an enormous amount of 
time, energy and money would have to be expended 
by women to combat these proposals. It would 
take a century or more of effort for women to 
change one by one innumerable wrongs now exist- 
ing into equal rights, to say nothing of prevent- 
ing new sex discriminations from being written 
into the laws. 
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The Equal Rights Amendment must be passed. 
Its passage will provide a rung on the ladder by 
which women may be able to climb out of the in- 
cubator position in which they are now placed. It 
will in a large measure be the fulfilment of woman’s 
long struggle for human liberty. 

The quickest way to check the movement to drive 
women out of paid work is through the immediate 
passage of the Equal Rights Amendment: “Men 
and women shall have Equal Rights throughout 
the United States and every place subject to its 
jurisdiction.” 


IMPORTANT ENDORSEMENT 


The Montgomery County Chapter of the Amer- 
ican Federation of Women’s Clubs has overwhelm- 
ingly endorsed the Equal Rights Amendment! 
That is indeed thrilling news. Mrs. George Morey 
of Chevy Chase, Maryland, was chairman of the 
large and enthusiastic meeting at Washington 
Grove, May 8. 

Betty Gram Swing, of the Inter American Com- 
mission of Women and member of the National 
Council of the Woman’s Party, spoke fervently 
and beautifully of the need for women to stand 
together, in both the national and international 
effort to establish the status of woman once and 
for all as equal to the status of man before the law, 
and in all lines of human endeavor. The response 
of the over two hundred women present, was im- 
mediate and gratifying. The proposed amend- 
ment was unanimously endorsed. 


FASCIST TRENDS IN THE UNITED STATES 


Fascist trends against women were analyzed 
by Jane Norman Smith, member of the National 
Council of the National Woman’s Party, at a 


luncheon in New York in honor of Fraulein Maria 


Halberstadt, German feminist in exile, at the 
Town Hall Club, on Thursday, April 18. Adelaide 
Stedman, current-events commentator, presided. 
The meeting was held to call attention to Inter- 
state Labor Compacts, Minimum Wage Laws for 
women, Laws Prohibiting Night-Work for women, 
Laws Restricting Day-Work, Discriminations in 
N. R.A. Codes, and the dismissal of married 
women in business, the professions, and Govern- 
ment employment. 

Fraulein Halberstadt, who recently made a 
sensational escape from her Nazi captors in Ger- 
many, spoke on “German Women Under Fascism.” 
Adelaide Stedman, news-commentator, presided. 


CORRECTION 
An error was made in the names of the Con- 


ference Committee appointed by the National 


Council April 14. The correct list is: 
Mrs. George L. Callery, Delaware, chairman; 
Mrs. Cecile Maurer, New Jersey; Miss Martha 


Souder, Pennsylvania; Miss Laura M. Berrien, 
Georgia; and Mrs. Elizabeth Forbes, Maryland. 
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To secure for women complete equality with men under 


THE LUCRETIA MOTT AMENDMENT 
“Men and women shall have Equal Rights nyt ana Bey 
United States and every place subject to its ju * 
“Congress shall have power to enforce this article 
by appropriate legislation.” 


g Senate Joint Resolution Number 1 
House Joint Resolution Number 1 


Introduced in the Senate Jan — 1935, 

by Senator John G. Townsend, 

Introduced in the House January 3, ‘1935, 
dy Representative Louis Ludlow, Indiana. 


YOU CAN HELP | 


By writing at once to your Congressmen and Sen- 
ators, urging them to whole-heartedly support : 
the Equal Rights Amendment. 

By getting as many subscriptions as possible to 
the National Woman’s Party’s official organ, 
EQUAL RIGHTS, published in Washington, D. C. 

By joining the National Woman's Party. 

By sending a money contribution for the work 
for the Equal Rights Amendment. 
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LIBERTY MUST BE WON 


John Garland Pollard, former Governor of Vir- 
ginia, recently urged the voteless residents of the 
District of Columbia to fight for their rights as 
citizens of the United States, in an address at 
the annual dinner of the Society of Natives of the 
District of Columbia. In emphasizing the necessity 
for working for one’s rights, Mr. Pollard gave a 
slogan that might well be borne aloft on feminist 


“Liberty was never won exce 
knew what their rights were an 
fight for them.” 


Most interesting as a contribution to the fund 
of knowledge women should acquire and acquire 
quickly in regard to their rights and the threat- 
ened removal of those rights are statements made 
by a well-known writer, Dorothy Dunbar Bromley, 
in an article published recently in the New York 
World-Telegram. So strongly do her words bear 
on the present situation that they are quoted in 
large part below. Appreciation is extended by 
the National Woman's Party to Miss Bromley and 
the World-Telegram. | 


by those who 
were willing to 


Women Must Learn Solidarity or Suffer 


In my fatuous moments I’ve told myself that none of 
the frightful thi which have happened in Germany 
could be duplica here. But last Thursday I went to 
a National Woman’s Party luncheon and heard Maria 
Halberstadt, a German feminist and “Aryan” school 
teacher, now in voluntary exile. After listening to her 
talk about the psychology of the suppression of women 
I am not so sure that even America will be safe for us. 

Before Hitler talked his way to power, German women 
were every bit as emancipa as we were. If anything 
they were more prominent in poljgics. Today professio 
women are living in Germany 4 ightmare. Women 

rincipals and others who have hel positions have 
— demoted and dismissed. All women over 50 are 
thrown out. Women lawyers are libelled as “bi-sexual.” 
Women —— have been robbed of their patients. 
And in the universities only 10 per cent of the students 
mae be wy I ask you:—How would you like such a 

e as 


Hitler got his large female following by suppress 
women, paradoxical as the fact may seem. He is one 
the shrewdest psychologists in Europe, not barring Freud. 
He knows how to set race against race, sex sex, 
and class against class. 

It happened that during the post-war period the work- 
ing and professional women were better paid and there- 
fore better treated than the hausfrau, who was a victim 
of the inflation. Hitler turned the tables overnight. When 
he N that the wife and mother has a holy mission, 

and that the woman who goes down to work in the market- 
place is degraded and decadent, his words were balm to 
the wounded pride of the housewife, who forthwith jumped 
on his bandwagon. 

There are American men who talk in the same strain. 
The following opinions, written to the editor of another 
paper, are fair samples of masculine obscurantism, Ameri- 
can model 1935. One man thinks that “the married women 
who are holding down jobs are in some respects responsi- 
ble for our economic condition today.” 

The second, with more wrath than logic, says :—*Woman 
suffrage has doubled our troubles, our taxes and crime and 
misery, and poverty and grafters many times over. It has 

a easy political jobs and graft to a lot of 


onl 
selfish women politicians who should be care of 


their homes instead of mussing around in politics and put- 
ting their government on the bum.” 

It’s about as sensible to blame women for the depression 
and for crime and graft as it is to say that the middle 
Western farmers conjured up the dust storms. 

Male rantings don’t break my heart. But I’m downcast, 
I’m frank to say, when I see signs of the same strafe be- 
tween married and unmarried women, between the home- 
makers and the wage-earners that Hitler so cleverly capi- 


talized. ( 
Let Mr. Hitler, with his Aryanism, preach race solidar- 


ity. But women who wish to survive had better preach 
sex solidarity. 


FASCIST EDICT 


From Germany comes the news that an an- 
nouncement has just been made by Germany’s 
“Estate of Nutrition” that 333,000 women, be- 
tween the ages of 16 and 33 are needed at once 
on farms “to become mates to healthy, virile he- 
reditary farmers.” (Associated Press.) A fur- 
ther item of interest to all feminists was a re- 
cently reported edict of the German Government 
that married women would not be fully accredited 
citizens unless they had at least one child! This 
should be a spur to American men in Congress in 
the United States to really support the proposed 
federal amendment declaring in incontrovertible 
terms that woman is the equal of man in this coun- 
try, and in every place under the jurisdiction of 
the United States. 


THE AMENDMENT AND WAR 


The Chester, Pa., Times outlines a meeting of 
the Delaware County League of Women Voters, 
held at Media, Pa., April 5, 1935, in these terse 
statements: 


It was evident that the arguments against 
the Equal Rights Amendment were extremely 
weak. The point used in urging the audience 
not to work for the amendment, was that its 
obscure wording would encounter all manner 
of difficulty. In answer to this, a member of 
the audience arose and stated that she would 
rather take a chance on the wording than go 
along without the amendment. 

After the talks, questions were in order. The 
question asked was, “What effect would the 
amendment have in event of war?“ 

The question was answered by Ruth Williams 
about as follows: “If the Government ever de- 
cides to draft women for war purposes, you 

can be sure that the lack of the Equal Rights 
Amendment will not stop the Government from 
doing it. On the other hand, equal rights will 
speed the day when women have equal say in 
Government. And when they secure equal say 
in Government they will be able to stop war 
before it starts.” 


This realistic answer was extremely effective. 
It is important because there have been rumors 
that those working against the amendment 
have been counting on this question to weaken 
its support among women. 
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JUST RECENTLY 


Genevieve Parkhurst, in the May number of 
Harper’s Magazine, has written a telling article, 
entitled, Is Feminism Dead?” Miss Parkhurst 
forcibly calls attention to the need for women to 
1 ite to protect their interests and keep feminism 

ive. 


Mrs. Lilian G. Wightman, of Hammond, Ind., 
State chairman of the W. I. L., and Indiana dele- 
gate to the recent convention held in Washington, 
D. C., has just become a member of the National 
Woman's Party. Her reasons for doing so will 
be of interest to all Woman's Party members. 

“T was so shocked and astounded to find out 


that women had not really won their freedom 


but only the right to vote, that the best and quick- 


-est thing I could think of to do was to join the 


Woman’s Party at once and help win real free- 
dom, through the Equal Rights Amendment. That 
will at least establish the status of woman nation- 
ally. The rest is up to us women.” 


Zoe Akins was awarded the Pulitzer prize for 
the finest American drama of 1934. 


Josephine Winslow Johnson was awarded the 
prize for the best novel published during the year 
by an American author. 3 


Audrey Wurdeman was granted the prize for 
the best volume of verse. 


Mary Lyons, a student at Immaculate Concep- 
tion Academy, won the archdiocesan oratorical 
contest with boys and girls both participating. 
The contest was held in Cumberland, Maryland. 


Amelia Earhart flew from Mexico City to New 
York City non-stop in fourteen hours, 23 minutes, 
the first person to make this flight in the northerly 
direction. 


Mrs. V. L. Durborow won a shooting dog stake 
of the Brookhaven Game Protective Association 
with a dog she had trained herself. 


Louise Weiss and two aides upheld their right 
to hold an unofficial canvas of woman suffrage 
opinion by showering police officers with faee 


powder. 


INTERNATIONAL 
Open Door Conference 


The fourth Conference of the Open Door Inter- 
national, for the Economic Emancipation of the 
Woman Worker, will be held in Copenhagen, Den- 
mark (Houses of Parliament, Christiansborg 
Castle, from August 19 to 28). 

Winifred Le Sueur, Honorary Secretary of the 
Open Door International, says, in a recent letter 
to the members of the Board of Officers, Branches 
and affiliated Societies, etc.: — 


“You will remember that the U. S. A. and th 
U. S. S. R. have both recently become members 


of the International Labor Office. Your presi- 
dent has sent letters to President Roosevelt and 
to M. Stalin, urging that they do not adopt the 
disastrous attitude to the woman earner which 
has been the policy of the I. L. O. and asking 
President Roosevelt to seek to obtain a New Deal 
for the woman worker, and pointing out to M. 
Stalin how much we regret to find in Russian law 
a large number of restrictions on women’s work 
under the guise of protection! 


“The 70th session of the Governing Body of the 
I. L. O. began on April 10 last. Erica Butler- 
Bowdon attended the meetings and was able to 
obtain interviews with the Government delegate 
of the U. S. A., the Employers’ delegate of the 
U. S. A., and the Russian Government delegate.“ 


FACTS ABOUT THE EQUALITY TREATIES 
The Equal Rights Treaty, in its principal clause, 


“The contracting States agree that upon the 
ratification of this treaty, men and women shall 
have equal rights throughout the territory subject 
to their respective jurisdctions.” 

The Equal Nationality Treaty, in its principal 
clause, reads: : 


“The Governments represented in the Seventh 
International Conference of American States: 
Wishing to conclude a Convention on the Nation- 
ality of Women, have appointed the following 
Plenipotentiaries: . . Who, after having ex- 
hibited their full powers, which were found in 
good and due form, have agreed upon the fol- 
lowing: There shall be no distinction based on 
sex as regards nationality, in their legislation or 
in their practice.” 


The Equal Rights Treaty would obligate each 
government accepting it, to establish and main- 
tain complete equality of rights between men and 
women. This means equality in all matters that 
the Government can affect—equality in the eco- 
nomic field, equality in labor legislation, equality 
in political rights, equality in educational oppor- 
tunities, equality in civil rights, equality in na- 
tionality rights—in short, equality in all rights 
under the law. The purpose of the Treaty is to 
end by means of an international agreement the 
world-wide restrictions in every field, on women’s 
right to live and to work. 


The Equal Nationality Treaty is similar in con- 
ception to the Equal Rights Treaty but is confined 
to nationality. This special Treaty is proposed by 
women’s organizations because of the fact that 


The Hague Conference on the Codification of In- 


ternational Law has proposed a Treaty on Nation- 
ality discriminating against women, which Treaty 
is now before the various Governments for rati- 
fication. The Equal Nationality Treaty is offered 
as a substitute for the articles discriminating 
against women in the draft submitted by The 
Hague Conference. 
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